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2022 State of the City 

 

This afternoon I held my first State of the City Address and luncheon 
since being back in office.  COVID prohibited us from holding this 
annual event the last two years. 

It was an uplifting feeling to be able to once again share all the 
exciting things on the horizon in our great city with residents, Independence 
businesses, School officials and city employees.  It was hard to condense all of our 
departments’ accomplishments into a reasonable timeframe and share a number of 
potential opportunities that are within our grasp to enhance the quality of life for those 
in our community. 

I would like to thank all those who were able to attend today’s event and those of my 
administration for all the hard work, time, and effort that went into today’s 
presentation and luncheon. 

If you were not able to attend today’s event, a recording of the presentation will be 
available on the City’s YouTube Channel by the end of next week.   You can access the 
City’s YouTube via the City’s website. 

Until that time, below are a few snapshots you might enjoy of today’s event. 
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Training for an Emergency 

The Independence Fire 
Department worked in 
conjunction with Newburgh Hts., 
Brecksville, and Valley View Fire 
Departments on a simulated train 
derailment this week. 

The Cuyahoga Valley Scenic 
Railroad secured volunteer 
“actors” to play passengers for 
the training.  Moulage makeup 
was used on everyone to look like 
they had serious injuries.  

 

The crews were able to practice triage, 
mass casualty operations, and 
extrication of victims from the tight 
spaces on the train. 

Joint trainings such as this are integral 
for our departments to comfortably 
work together and know each other’s 
equipment, personnel, and any 
limitations that may arise before a real 
time incident. 

 

T-Ball Drive 

The drive leading to the T-Ball field 
behind the Tech Services building will 
have a fresh new look the next time you 
need to travel the short stretch of 
roadway off of Selig Drive.  Completion 
of this project is anticipated to be 
October 15th, weather permitting.  Thank 
you Engineering!  



 

Looking for a Pet??? 

The Cuyahoga County Animal Shelter will offer 
reduced adoption fees, from $30 to $50 per 
adoption, for the month of October to celebrate 
Adopt a Shelter Dog Month.   

Cuyahoga County Animal Shelter is open to the 
public Friday and Saturday from 10:30 a.m.-
4:00 p.m. and Sunday from 12:00 p.m.-4:00 
p.m. Available pets can be viewed at https://www.cuyahogadogs.com/.  
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Notice of Road Construction 

On Monday, October 10th, Don Wartko Construction, a contractor working for Dominion 
East Ohio, will begin night work from 5:00 pm until 3:00 am at the south end of the 
project at 5540 Old Brecksville Road. 

Night work will continue for approximately two weeks, weather permitting, and then 
crews will shift back to working days. 

Thank you for your patience and understanding for any inconvenience this may create. 

 

 

 

 

 

Health and Wellness Fair 

Good health is a gift that we should never take for 
granted, so make your health a priority and stop in at the 
Civic Center on Friday, October 14th from 9:00 am to 12:00 
pm. Come take advantage of the many activities and 
information that can help you lead a healthier lifestyle. 

 

 



 

2nd Annual Recycling & Shred Day 

The Recreation Department will be hosting their second drive 
up & and drop off recycling day on Saturday, October 15, at the 
Fieldhouse parking lot from 9:00 am to noon.  Time to scour 
your homes for items that can be “recycled” and/or be put to 
good use by someone else. 

 

 

Haunted Hayride 

Tis the season to be scared out of your wits!!! If you are looking for a family bone-
chilling event this Halloween season, we have just the ticket! 

The Recreation Department will be hosting a Haunted Hayride at the Outdoor Pool on 
Saturday, October 22nd from 7:00 to 10:00 pm.   

Admission is one canned food donation per person.  Pumpkin ice cream and other 
refreshments will be available 
for purchase at this 
spooktacular event. 

Pre-registration is 
encouraged to secure a spot by 
calling the Recreation 
Department at 216.524.3262. 

 

Halloween Safety 

 

City-wide Trick or Treat will be held on Monday, 
October 31st from 6:00 to 8:00 pm and our Police 
and Fire will be out in full force to make sure that 
trick-or-treaters are safe.  Independence officers 
will be stationed on heavily trafficked street 
corners and will have a visible presence patrolling 
the City.  Firefighters will also be out in their 
vehicles traveling the community as well. 

Both Police and Fire will be handing out candy and 
glow sticks to treaters. 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, 
please ask them to email their name to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org 
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